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TEPUTOPHAREH C5XBAT/TERRITORIAL SCOPE

NPEAN3IBUKATEACTBO

ObArv rogMHn 3aMbpCcABAHETO Ha aTMOCHEPHMA Bb3AYX C GUHM NMPaxoBu YacTnuum 10 MMKPOHa
(®MNY10) e ocHoBeH NpodieM 3@ KaYeCTBOTO Ha aTMoCcdepHMSA Bb3ayx B bbarapua. Kbm 2016 1. npo-
LEeHTbT HA HAaCesIeHMeTOo B CTPAHATA, XXNBEeLLO NPy HMBA Ha 3aMbpcaBaHe ¢ PMNY10 Hag gonycTu-
MNTE HOPMW € MHOTO BNCOK — 87%. ToBa NpeAcCTaBnABa 3,5 MJIH. HACe/IeHMe, )XMBEELLLO B HAaCe/1eHN
MeCTa, B KOUTO Ce KOHTPO/Inpa TO3KN 3aMbpcmTen. OKoM0 1,9 MJIH. OT T€3U XXNTENIN XXMNBEAT B LLECTTE
oOWmHN deHeduruneHTn no npoekTa: CTonnyHa odwmHa n odwmHnTe byprac, Pyce, Ctapa 3aropa,
Bennko TbpHOBO 1 MOHTaHa.

BnTOBOTO OTOM/IEHME C AbPBA M BBLIVIMLLA € C HAN-F0JIAM OTHOCUTEJIEH AAJT OT BCUYKM M3TOYHNLIN
Ha 3aMbpcABaHe Ha Bb3ayxa ¢ PMNY10 B 0dWMHNTE, KAaTO B HAKOW OT TAX AocTura 80%, a No oTHoOLLe-
HWe Ha nokasaTtena PMNY2.5 poctnra Ao 95%.

Mo JaHHM Ha EBponenckaTa areHuUusa no OKoJiHa cpesa aTMocdepHuUTe 3ambpentenn OMY10 um
®MYy2.5 ca dbunm nprymHa 3a:

MpexaeBpeMeHHa cMbpPTHOCT (Hag 10 000 cayyas roamwHo B bbarapus);

3adonABaHUA KaTo XpOHNYHA 0OCTPYKTUBHA denioapodHa donecT, acTMa, MHCYAT, CbpAeYHO-CbA0-
Bn 6onectn. OcodeHo ya3BMMU Ca [1eLaTa, Bb3PaCcTHUTE N XPOHUYHO OOJTHUTE XOpa.

ETo 3aL10 noanTnkmTe 3a NnogodpaABaHe Ha KauecTBOTO Ha aTMocdepHUA Bb3AyX Ca cpe Hal-Ba-
>KHMTE 3a KaYeCTBOTO Ha XMBOT Ha XOpaTa W Ha OKOJIHATa cpe/ia B LecTTe 0OWMHU — deHebULNEHTH
no npoekTa.

CHALLENGE

For many years, air pollution caused by particulate matter with a diameter of 10 micrometres
(PM10) has been a major problem affecting air quality in Bulgaria. As of 2016, the percentage of
the population living in areas where PM10 pollution levels exceeded the permissible limits was very
high — above 87%. This represents approximately 3.5 million people living in settlements where this
pollutant is monitored. About 1.9 million of these residents live in the six municipalities that are
beneficiaries of the project: Sofia Municipality and the municipalities of Burgas, Ruse, Stara Zagora,
Veliko Tarnovo, and Montana.




Domestic heating with wood and coal accounts for the largest relative share among all sources
of PM10 air pollution in the municipalities, reaching up to 80% in some of them, while for PM2.5 the
contribution is as high as 95%.

According to data from the European Environment Agency, the air pollutants PM10 and PM2.5
have been responsible for:

* Premature mortality (over 10,000 cases annually in Bulgaria);
« Diseases such as chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, asthma, stroke, and cardiovascular
diseases. Children, the elderly, and people with chronic illnesses are particularly vulnerable.

Therefore, policies aimed at improving air quality are among the most important for enhancing the
quality of life of citizens and protecting the environment in the six municipalities that are beneficiaries
of the project.

LEAK

1. MopodpABaHe Ha Ka4yeCTBOTO Ha aTMochepHUA Bb3ayx B 0dwmHnTe CToNnyHa, byprac, Pyce, Cta-
pa 3aropa, Besnnmko TbpHOBO 1 MOHTaHa

. N3rpaxpaaHe 1 nogodpaBaHe Ha KanaunTeTa Ha aAMUHUCTPALMATA Ha LIeCTTe OOLNHM

. MoBunLIaBaHe Ha OCBEIOMEHOCTTA M Cb3/JlaBaHe Ha fodpe MHPOpMMpaHa 0OWHOCT OT rpaXkAaHu
N HEMpaBUTEJICTBEHN OpraHMn3aLmmn

w N

OBJECTIVES

1. Improvement of air quality in the municipalities of Sofia, Burgas, Ruse, Stara Zagora, Veliko
Tarnovo and Montana

. Development and enhancement of the administrative capacity of the six municipalities

. Raising awareness and creating a well-informed community of citizens and non-governmental
organisations
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OCHOBHHU NOCTUXEHUSA

TloaospeH daMUHUCTPATMBEH KandLuTeT

MbpBa CTbMNKa Ha NpoekTa delle Aa ce NoA0OpM KanaunTeTa Ha OOLMHCKUTE CYXXUTE/IN Ha LLecTTe
OOLWMHN 33 ynpaB/ieHNe Ha KaYyecTBOTO Ha aTMochepHMA Bb3ayX M 3a NpuaodunBaHe Ha NO3HAHUSA U
YMEHMSA 33 peanms3aums Ha cxeMa 3a NoAMSAHA Ha OTOM/INTENTHUTE YCTPONCTBA Ha AbpBa W BbI/IMLLA Ha
Hace/IeHMEeTO C eKOJIOFMYHWN anTepHATMBKU. B NnpoBeaeHNTe 0dy4nTENHM MOAYM y4acTBaxa Hag 40 0b-
LWMHCKM cnyxxnTtenn. OdyyeHnaTa ce NOAroTBMXa M OCbLLECTBMXA OT EKCNepTHMA LEeHTbP 33 KaYecTBo
Ha aTMocdepHMA Bb3yX, Cb3A3AEH 3a Lie/ITe HA NpoeKTa oT NapTHbopa Knyd ,MkoHommka" 2000.

Belue pa3BuT KanauuTeT B LUECTTe OOLWMHKN A3 NOArOTBAT M YNpaB/ABaT MallladHN NpoekTh ¢ odeaun-
HeHn ycuamsa. MpoekTsT ,BbairapckuTe oduwmHM padoTAaT 3aeHO 33 noaodpaBaHe Ha KayecTBOTO Ha aT-
MochepHUs Bb3ayX" e MbpBUAT 3a Bbairapnsa MHTErprpaH NPoekKT C rosIiMa NPOAb/IKUTENHOCT U MaLLad,
M3MbJIHABAH no Mporpama LIFE Ha EC. B pe3ynTaT Ha Cb3aZleHaTa eKUMHOCT U YMeHUA N naeHTuduum-
paHUTe NOTPEeOHOCTH, LECTTe OOLLMHM NOArOTBMXA 3ae4HO C/1e[iBalll MHTErpupaH NPoeKkT B 001acTTa Ha
YCTOMUYMBATA rPafCcka MOOUHOCT, Lensw, nogodpsiBaHe N eKOIOrM3npaHe Ha YCI0BMATA 3@ NPUABMXK-
BaHEe Ha rpaXkJaHNTe C MPUHOC KbM OOLUMHCKUTE NMOJIMTUKN 33 U3MEHEHME Ha KiMmarTa. MNpoekTsT delle
opodpeH ot lMporpama LIFE n n3anbHeHNETO My CTapTUpa ycnewHo npes 2024 .

MAIN ACHIEVEMENTS

Improved Administrative Gapaeity

The first step of the project was to strengthen the capacity of municipal employees in the six
municipalities in relation to air quality management and to equip them with the knowledge and skills
required for implementing a scheme for replacing household heating appliances using wood and



coal with environmentally friendly alternatives. More than 40 municipal employees took part in the
training modules delivered under the project. The trainings were prepared and conducted by the Air
Quality Expert Centre, which was established for the purposes of the project by the project partner
Club “Economika” 2000.

Capacity was further developed in the six municipalities to jointly prepare and manage large-scale
projects. The project “Bulgarian Municipalities Working Together to Improve Air Quality” is the First
integrated project of such length and scale in Bulgaria implemented under the EU’s LIFE Programme.
As a result of the teamwork, enhanced skills, and the identified needs, the six municipalities jointly
developed a subsequent integrated project in the field of sustainable urban mobility, aimed at
improving and greening the conditions for citizens' mobility and contributing to municipal climate
policies. The project was approved under the LIFE Programme, and its implementation successfully
started in 2024.

TloBHILeHA OBLLECTBEHA 0CBRAOMEHOCT

B pe3ynTaT Ha NpoBeAeHOTO B Ha4a/I0TO Ha NPOEKTAa COLMOIONMYECKO MpoyYBaHe cpej Hacesie-
HMETO B LUECTTE 0OLIMHM, Ce YCTAaHOBMK, Ye XOpaTa He ca Aodpe 3ano3HaTt ¢ npodsieMnTe Ha 3aMbpCa-
BaHETO HAa Bb3/1yXa, B YaCTHOCT SUTOBO OTOMJIEHNE KAaTO OCHOBEH M3TOYHMK Ha 3aMbpcABaHe. 3a A3
ce nosuwu oduiectBeHaTa MHGOPMUPAHOCT N 1a C€ MOTMBMPAT XOPaTa 33 y4acTMe B NMPOeKTa ypes
CMAHa Ha CTapuTe UM OTOMJINTE/IHM Ypean Ha AbpPBa M BbIMLA, delle npoBeeHa MawadHa nHdop-
MaLMOHHA KaMMaHua:

v/ Ha HaLMOHA/IHO HMBO Ype3 0dLLeCTBEHATa HaLMOHAaIHA TeleBU3MA, U

v/ Ha MeCTHO HMBO Ype3 PernmoHasiHMTe Meaun 1 PasACHNTE/THM AEeMHOCTM Ha MACTO B KBapTa/in-

Te Ha rpajgoBseTe, 00xBaHaTK OT npoekTa. [lodpe nposBeaeHaTa MHPOPMALMOHHA N PA3ACHM-
Te/IHa KaMnaHuA delle cpef 0OCHOBHMTE NPeAnoCTaBKM 33 yCrexa Ha NMpoeKTa.

MpoBeAeHOTO B KpasA Ha MPOEKTAa aHaI0rMYHO COLMOIONMYECKO NPOoyYBaHe Cpef CbLUMTE rpaXaaHu
MOKas3a 3HayMTesIHO NoAodpeHre Ha HarnacMTe Ha XopaTa 3a JINYHO yYacTve B peLlaBaHe Ha npode-
MUTE CbC 3aMbPCABAHE Ha Bb3/yXa 1 Ha TAXHATa MHPOPMMPAHOCT B pa3r/iexaaHaTa 0d1acT.

Increased Public Awareness

As a result of the sociological survey carried out at the beginning of the project among the
population of the six municipalities, it was established that people were not well informed about the
issues related to air pollution, in particular household heating as the main source of pollution. In order
to increase public awareness and motivate people to participate in the project by replacing their old
wood- and coal-fired heating appliances, a large-scale information campaign was conducted:

v at national level, through the public national television; and
v atlocal level, through regional media outlets and on-site information and outreach activities in
the neighbourhoods covered by the project.

The well-designed and well-implemented information and outreach campaign was among the key
prerequisites for the project’s success.

The sociological survey carried out at the end of the project among the same group of citizens
showed a significant improvement in people’s attitudes towards personally contributing to solving
air pollution problems, as well as an improvement in their level of awareness in the field.

"pW\O)KeHd cxeMd 3d 5e3B8b3Me3AHd TIOAMAHA HA 0TOTIAMTeAHUTE YCTPONCTBA

CTapuTe OTOMJIMTE/IHN YCTPOMCTBA HA bPBA M BbINLLA HA 9565 JOMAKMHCTBA 00110 B 6-T€ OOLNHK
0AIXa CMEHEeHM C MOJIEPHM EKOJIOTUYHM ypean Ha neneTu, eNeKTpUYecTBo 1 NpUPOJAEH ras, B paMKuTe
Ha pa3padoTeHaTa cxeMa 3a NOAMSAHA Ha OTOMJINTEJIHUTE YCTPOMCTBA. [TbpBOHAaYasHO cxemMaTta dewle
TecTBaHa 3a 500 4OMAKMHCTBA B NWJI0THaTa ¢asa Ha npoekTa. Cnen npuiaraHeTo 1 ce HanpaBu aHan3
N oLeHKa Ha epeKTMBHOCTTA, YCbBBLPLUEHCTBA Ce M Ce NMPWUJIOXKN B MbJieH Mawlad oT wectTe odWnHN B
cneppallata pasa Ha npoekTa.

CtapuTe OTON/INTENIHM YCTPONCTBA Ha AbPBa M BbI/INLLA HA OMAKUHCTBATA OAXa AEMOHTUPAHU U
npenageHn 3a peumkanpaHe.



An [mplemented Scheme for the Free Replacement of Heating Appliances

The old wood-and coal-fired heating appliances of a total of 9,565 households across the six
municipalities were replaced with modern and environmentally friendly pellet, electric, and natural-gas
appliances under the heating appliance replacement scheme developed within the project. Initially, the
scheme was tested on 500 households during the pilot phase of the project. After its implementation,
an analysis and evaluation of its effectiveness were carried out, the scheme was improved, and
subsequently applied on a full scale by the six municipalities in the next phase of the project.

The old wood - and coal-fired household heating appliances were dismantled and delivered for
recycling.

Hamanenun emucuu ta PTIH10

B pe3ynTaTt Ha noAmMAHaTa Mo MPOeKTa Ha OTOMJIMTE/NIHNTE YCTPOMCTBA Ha AOMAKMHCTBATa 6Axa
HamasieHn emumcmmTe Ha OMY10 mexay 135 ToHa/roa. n 226 TOHAa/roA. (B 3aBUCUMOCM OM NPOOBJIHCU-
meJIHoCmma 3a omonJieHue npe3 0eHOHOWUemo).

Reduced PM10 Emissions

As a result of the replacement of household heating appliances carried out under the project,
PM10 emissions were reduced by between 135 tonnes per year and 226 tonnes per year (depending
on the duration of daily heating).

HOAOBPQH MOHUTOPUHT HA KAHECTBOTO HA ATMOC@PEPHUA BH3AYX

BbB BCAAKA OT wWecTTe 0dWmMHN 6Xa O0CTaBEHU N BbBEAEHWN B €KCMJ10aTaLuMA No ABE MOAEPHN MO-
HUTOPWHIOBM AaBTOMATUYHKM CTAHLMK C LieS1 NoA0dpABaHE Ha CbllUeCTBYBALLATa CMCTEMA 3@ MOHUTO-
PUHI Ha KayecTBOTO Ha aTMocdhepHMA Bb3ayx no nokasatenmte ®PrY10 n ®MY2.5, c npenaBaHe Ha
OaHHM B peanHo BpeMe. OCHOBHUAT MOTMB 33 BKJIKOYBAHETO Ha Ta3n AENHOCT B NpoekTa delle xe-
JIAHNETO HA 0dWKMHNTE, NpeaBuUa, UHTEPECUTE Ha rpaXkJaHuTe 3a LWMPOoKooOXBaTHA MHGOpMaLMS 33
KayeCTBOTO Ha aTMOChEPHUS Bb3AYX:

* J1a UMaT NHOOPMALMA OT N3MEPBaHMA 3a NokasaTena PrY2.5, Tbin KaTo e eAMH OT NoKa3aTesmTe
33 Ka4eCTBO Ha Bb3AyXa C HAN-TOJIAMO AOKYMEHTUPAHO BPEAHO Bb34ENCTBME BbPXY YOBELLKOTO
3apaBe. B wecTTe 00LWMHM Npean NPoeKTa nMalle 00LL0 CaMo ABE MOHUTOPUHIOBM CTaHLNN, KO-
TO M3MepBaxa TO3M NokKasaTeJl.

* MOHUTOPUHIBT Ha KAYECTBOTO Ha aTMOCPEpHMNA Bb3AyX [1a CE OCbLLECTBABA YPE3 MOAEPHM
CTaHUMK, @ He Ype3 pbYyHN N3MepBaTesTHMN MYHKTOBE. B LecTTe 0dLWMHM YacT OT CTaHUMUTe 33
HadntoaeHMe Ha KaYecTBOTO Ha aTMOCchepHMA Bb3AyX MPeaAn NpoekTa daxa pbyHK, Nopaan
KoeTo MHbopMaumaATa oT TAX ce 0O0padoTBa M NpeoCTaBA Ha FpaXkJaHMTe CbC 3adaBsHe, an C
NPonyckn B NpefaBaHNTe JAHHW.




Improved Air Quality Monitoring

In each of the six municipalities, two modern automatic monitoring stations were delivered and
putinto operation in order to enhance the existing air quality monitoring system for PM10 and PM2.5,
with real-time data transmission. The main reason for including this activity in the project was the
municipalities’ desire to meet citizens' interest in receiving comprehensive information on air quality:

» to have measurement data for PM2.5, as it is one of the air quality indicators with the most
extensively documented adverse effects on human health. Before the project, there were only
two monitoring stations in total across the six municipalities that measured this indicator;

* to ensure that air quality monitoring is carried out through modern stations rather than manual
measuring points. Prior to the project, some of the air quality monitoring stations in the six
municipalities were manual, which meant that the information they produced was processed and
provided to the public with delays and also contained gaps in the transmitted data.

Cv3adaeHd obLIMHCKA Mpexda

MpoeKTbT NpeaBMAn U APYrv OOLMHN B CTPaHaTa Aa Ce Bb3M0J13BaT OT NOCTUXKEHNATA HA NPOEKTa.
3a uenTa delle cb3aageHa OOUMHCKA MpeXXa 3a CbTPYAHMYECTBO B 00/1aCTTa Ha YNPaBJ/IEHMETO Ha Ka-
4eCTBOTO Ha Bb3AYXa, B KOATO YsieHyBaT HaA 40 Sbarapckun odLWmHN.,

Cb3pageHaTa OSLMHCKA MpeXa No NpoeKkTa BAbXHOBWN HEMPaBUTEICTBEHATa opraHnsaums ,Aco-
LMauma Ha ekono3uTe oT odwmHnTe B Bbarapua” (ACEKOB) aa cb3gaae HaunoHaiHa MpeXa Ha eKc-
nepTy Mo KayecTBO Ha aTMochepHMs Bb3ayX. MpoekTsT delle nNpeAcTaBeH Mo BPeEMe Ha roAuvilHa
cpela Ha yneHoBeTe Ha ACEKOB, BkitountenHo 1 Ha OdLMHCKATa MpeXa 33 CbTPYAHNYECTBO B 00-
NacTTa Ha ynpaB/IeHMEeTO Ha Ka4yeCTBOTO Ha Bb3Aayxa. B Ta3n Bpb3ka ACEKODB noaroteu mn 3anoyHa
N3Mb/IHEHMETO Ha NPOEKT ,HaluMOoHaIHA MpeXa Ha eKCNepTM NO KAa4YeCcTBO Ha aTMocdepHMs Bb3ayx”,
¢ dnHaHcnpaHe oT Mporpama ,,OkonHa cpeaa” 2021-2027 r. B HaunoHanHaTa Mpexa Le YaeHyBaT
0CBEH OOLLMHCKN eKCMEePTH, N eKCrnepTh B 001aCTTa HA Ka4YeCTBO Ha Bb3yXa, KOUTO padoTaT B NpaBu-
TEJICTBEHWN M APYrM OPraHn3aLmm, C KOMNEeTEeHUMM B pa3riexaaHaTta 0dnacT. Mo To3n HaumH cb3gage-
HaTa OOLWMNHCKA MpeXKa Mo NPoeKTa Ce PeNnJIMKMPa M Ha HaLMOHAJTHO HUBO.

MoCTMXKEHMATA M AeNHOCTUTE NO NPOoeKTa Ce pPa3npoCTPaHNXa Cpel BCUYKM 0OLMHN B CTPaHa-
Ta 1 Yype3 NHPOPMALMOHHNTE KaHa/IM HA HauMOHANHOTO capyXeHue Ha odwnHuTe B P.Bbarapums.
Copy>XeHMeTO NpeacTaB/iiBa MHTEPECUTE Ha OdLWNHMTE B CTpaHaTa npej NpaBUTENCTBEHUTE U
MeXAYHAapOAHM MHCTUTYLMN 1 padoTu 3a npocnepuTeTa um.

Established Municipal Network

The project also envisaged that other municipalities in the country would benefit from its
achievements. To this end, a Municipal Cooperation Network in the field of air quality management
was established, bringing together more than 40 Bulgarian municipalities.

The Municipal Network created under the project inspired the non-governmental organisation
Bulgarian Association of Municipal Environmental Experts (BAMEE) to establish a National Network
of Air Quality Experts. The project was presented during the annual meeting of ASEKOB members,
including the members of the Municipal Cooperation Network in the field of air quality management.
In this context, BAMEE prepared and launched the implementation of the project “National Network



of Air Quality Experts,” funded by the Environment Programme 2021-2027. The National Network
will include, in addition to municipal experts, air quality specialists working in governmental and
other organisations with relevant competencies. In this way, the Municipal Network created under
the project is being replicated at national level.

The results and activities of the project were also disseminated among all municipalities in the
country through the communication channels of the National Association of the Municipalities in
the Republic of Bulgaria. The Association represents the interests of Bulgarian municipalities before
governmental and international institutions and works for their prosperity.

Buanpoussexaate u Mawasupatie

CxemarTa 3a npexoj KbM anTepHaTUBHN POPMKM 3a OTOMJIEHME HA AOMAKMHCTBATA MO MPOEKTa
Oelle NnNOTHA 3a BbArapma 1 KaTaIM3npa Bb3NPon3BEXAAHETO M B OOLNHUTE deHeDULMEHTHN U Ma-
wadurpaHeTo 1 B Apyrn Sbarapckm odWMHM C HAAHOPMEHO 3aMbPCABAHE HA Bb3AyXa. MNpuioxeHnTe
Mo NpoeKTa NoAX0oAM 3a peasiM3npaHe Ha CXemMaTa 3a Npexo KbM aTepHaTUBHN ¢GOpPMM Ha oTonJle-
HMe Ha IOMAKMHCTBATA:

* dellie Bb3npon3BeaeHa NbpBO B TP OT wecTTe odwmHn deHednumeHTn (CtonnyHa, byprac m
MoHTaHa) 1 MallLadmpaHa B olie neT Apyrn Ob/Irapckm 0dLWKMHN C HAAHOPMEHO 3aMbPCABAHE Ha
Bb34yXa, C dUHaAHCcMpaHe oT OnepaTmBHa nporpama ,,OkosiHa cpeaa” 2014-2020 r. NMpoekTuTe
ce peanunsupaxa npes nepuoga 2020-2023 r.

* KbM MOMEHTA Ha MPUKJIIOYBAHE HA UHTErPMPAHUA MPOEKT 3aMoYHa Bb3MPOU3BEXAIHETO HA
CXemaTa B MneT OT wecTTe o0dWmHN-deHednLUMEHTN NOo NpoekTa N MalladmpaHeTo 1 B oule 16
Obnrapckn odLWMHN C HAAHOPMEHO 3aMbpCABaHE Ha Bb3AyXa, ¢ dUHAHCKMpaHe oT Mporpama
»OKoJIHa cpena” 2021-2027 r. MNpoekTnTe TpAOBA Aa NPUKOYAT Hal-KbCHO A0 2029 T.

B Kpas Ha npoekTa ce u3roTeu ,lpeanoxeHne 3a NpuiaraHe Ha HaLUMOHAJIHO HMBO Ha CxemarTa 3a
npexon KbM a/iTEePHATUBHN GOPMM HA OTOMJIEHME HA AOMAKMHCTBATA". MpeanoXeHMeTo BKJIHOYBA
noapodHN MOTMBK 33 MalladmpaHe Ha CxemaTa Ha TepUTOPMATA Ha LiANaTa CTPaHa, BKIKYNTENIHO B
0OLMHM, B KOUTO HAMA KOHCTAaTUPAHO HaJIHOPMEHO 3aMbpCABaHe Ha Bb3ayxa. B npeanioxeHuneTo ca
NAEHTUPULMPAHM Bb3MOXHN N3TOYHNLM HA PMHAHCMPAHE Ha HOBA HALMOHAHA cxeMa. LlenTa e aa
Cce aapecrpaT HOBMTE MHOIO MO-CTPOrM CTAaHAAPTM 3@ KAYeCTBO Ha Bb3AyXa, npmeTtn npe3 2024 r. ¢
OunpekTtumBa (EC) 2024/2881, 1 oa ce HAMANAT HaUMOHAIHUTE eMUcnK Ha PIMY2.5 B noMoll, Ha N3Nb-
HEHWe Ha MeXXAYHApPOAHMTE aHraXXMMEHTM Ha bbairapua B pasrnexaaHaTta 0ds1acT.

Replication and Upscaling

The household heating transition scheme implemented under the project was the first of its kind in
Bulgaria and served as a catalyst for its replication in the beneficiary municipalities and for its upscaling
in other Bulgarian municipalities with excessive air pollution. The approaches applied in the project for
implementing the scheme for transitioning households to alternative forms of heating:

» were first replicated in three of the six beneficiary municipalities (Sofia, Burgas, and Montana)
and were upscaled in an additional five Bulgarian municipalities with excessive air pollution,
with funding from the Operational Programme “Environment” 2014-2020. These projects were
carried out during the period 2020-2023;

« at the time of completion of the integrated project, the replication of the scheme had begun in
five of the six beneficiary municipalities and its upscaling in another 16 Bulgarian municipalities
with excessive air pollution, with funding from the Environment Programme 2021-2027. These
projects must be completed no later than 2029.

At the end of the project, a “Proposal for the Application at National Level of the Household
Heating Transition Scheme” was prepared. The proposal contains detailed justification for upscaling
the Scheme across the entire country, including in municipalities where excessive air pollution has not
been identified. Possible funding sources for a new national scheme are outlined in the proposal. The
aim is to address the new, much stricter air quality standards adopted in 2024 through Directive (EU)
2024/2881 andtoreduce national PM2.5 emissionsin support of Bulgaria’sinternational commitments
in this field.



KAI0YOBU BL3AEUCTBUSA

Mo BpeMe Ha NpoeKTa BCAKA OT LeCTTe OOLUMHM OCbLLECTBABALLE MOHUTOPWHT Ha HaMpeabKa 1 Ko-
OPAMHALMA Ha BCUYKN MEPKWN OT CbOTBETHaTa odLnHCKa MporpamMa 3a nogodpaABaHe Ha Ka4yecTBOTO
Ha aTMoCdepHNA Bb3AYX, BKIHOUYNTESTHO MEPKM 33 HAMAIABaHE HAa eMUCMUTE OT TPAHCMOpPTa, CTPO-
NTENCTBOTO, OT APYrnTe NpoeKT 3a NoAMAHA Ha CTapuTe OTOMINTE/IHN YCTPOMCTBA no Mporpama
,OKoHa cpeaa” u ap.

B pe3ynTaT oT M3NbJIHEHMETO Ha CXEMATA 33 NOAMAHA HA OTOMJ/IMTE/IHUTE Ypean Ha JOMAKNHCTBA-
Ta Mo NpOeKTa M Ha OCTaHa/INM MepKM OT odLWMHCKNTE Mporpammn 3a nogodpaBaHe HA KayecTBO Ha
Bb3yXa Ha LWecTTe OOLNHK, Ce NOCTUTHA KJTIOYOBOTO MPOEKTHO Bb3AeNCTBMe 3a noaodpABaHe Ha
KauyeCTBOTO HA XXMBOT HA XOpaTa M Ha OKOJIHaTa cpeja.

B 6-Te 0dwmHMU deHednUMeHTH e NoaodpeHo KauecTBO Ha aTMochepHUA Bb3AyX U Ca NOCTUTHA-
TU eBPONenCKUTE M CbOTBETHUTE HALMOHAJIHU CTAaHAAPTM 33 KaUeCcTBO Ha aTMocdepHUA Bb3ayx No
nokasatensa ®MNY10 (cpeAHOroAMULLHA M CPEAHOAECHOHOLLHA HOPMA)
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KEY IMPACTS

Throughout the project, each of the six municipalities carried out monitoring of progress and
coordination of all measuresincludedinits respective Municipal Air Quality Improvement Programme,
including measures aimed at reducing emissions from transport, construction activities, other heating
appliancereplacement projects funded under the Operational Programme “Environment,” and others.

As aresult of the implementation of the household heating appliance replacement scheme under
the project, together with other measures from the Municipal Air Quality Improvement Programmes

of the six municipalities, the key project impact was achieved — the improvement of the quality of life
of citizens and of the environment:

In the six beneficiary municipalities, air quality has improved and the European and national
air quality standards for PM10 (annual average limit value and daily limit value) have been met.

Average annual PM10 concentration
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YCTOWYUBOCT

MocTurHaTuTe 3adenexunTesnHm pe3yaTatn m Bb3JeNCTBNA OT U3MbJIHEHMETO Ha NPpoOeKTa TDFI6B8

[a Ca yCTonuMBM BbB BpeMeTo. ETO 3aL0 eKnnbT Ha npoekTa pa3padoTtn ,MNaH 3a n3nb/IHEHWE Ha
NEenHOCTUTe cnef Kpasa Ha npoekTa”.




B nJiaHa ce BKJIIOYMXa MepPKM 3a MNOAAbPXKAHE M HaArpaXkKaaHe Ha NOCTUXKEHNATA OTHOCHO Kana-
LUMTeTa Ha OOLUMHMTE 33 yrpaB/ieHMe HA KaYyeCcTBOTO Ha aTMocdepHMa Bb3AyX, 38 MalladmpaHe Ha
NpoeKTa Ha TEPUTOPMATA HA LANaTa CTPaHA, 3@ YCTOMYMBOCT Ha AOCTAaBEHOTO No npoekTa odopya-
BaHe (CTaHUMWTE 3@ MOHUTOPMHI Ha KaYeCTBOTO Ha aTMOCHEPHMA Bb3AYyX U HA HOBUTE €KOJIOTUYHMN
OTONJINTEJIHM YCTPOWCTBA), NOJAKPEna Ha Cb343AeHaTa No NPoeKTa OOLLMHCKA MpeXKa 33 KaYecTBO Ha
aTMochepHMA Bb3AyX, 3@ YCTOMUYMBOCT HA NOCTUrHaTaTa odLiecTBEHa 0CBEAOMEHOCT OTHOCHO BaX-
HOCTTa Ha NpodieMnUTe, CBbP3aHM C KAYECTBO HA Bb3AyXa 1 Ap.

AKTMBHaTa padoTa Ha OOLMHNTE NO NOJIMTUKMTE 33 Ka4yecTBO Ha aTMOCdepHMA Bb3ayX Lie npo-
[ObJIKAT, HO HE CaMO 33 NOAABbPXKAHE Ha MOCTUIHATOTO A0OPO KAYECTBO Ha aTMOChEpPHMSA Bb3AyX MO
NPOEKTa, HO 1 33 NOCTUraHe HAa HOBMTE NO-CTPOrv CTAaHAAPTM B Pa3r/iexaaHaTa 001acT, BbBeAeHM Ha
00LL0eBPONENCKO HNBO C Or/le[ NO-BMCOKA 3aLLMTA Ha 3[1paBeTo Ha eBPONENCKUTE rpaXKJdaHn 1 Ha
OKOJIHAaTa cpeja.

SUSTAINABILITY

The remarkable results and impacts achieved through the implementation of the project must be
sustained over time. For this reason, the project team developed a “Plan for the Implementation of
Activities after the End of the Project.”

The plan includes measures for maintaining and further building upon the achievements related
to the capacity of municipalities to manage air quality, For scaling up the project across the entire
country, for ensuring the sustainability of the equipment delivered under the project (the air quality
monitoring stations and the new environmentally friendly household heating appliances), for
supporting the municipal air quality network established under the project, and for sustaining the
increased public awareness regarding the importance of air quality issues, among others.

The active work of the municipalities on air quality policies will continue — not only to maintain the
improved air quality achieved under the project, but also to meet the new, more stringent standards
in this field introduced at the European level, aimed at ensuring higher protection of the health of
European citizens and of the environment.
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